
Financial 
Fitness Corner
Did you know roughly half of Americans 
are saving 5% or less of their income, 
and about 18% are not saving a penny? 
More often than not, the hardest thing about 
saving money is getting started. These 
common sense steps make it easy to get a 
manageable savings plan off the ground.

•  RECORD YOUR EXPENSES
To get a full understanding of your 
spending, keep a record of everything 
you spend for two months. Once you 
have your data, organize expenses 
by category.

•  MAKE A BUDGET
Build a budget to plan your spending. 
This will limit over-spending, ensuring 
that you have money to put away in an 
emergency savings fund. 

•  PLAN ON SAVING MONEY
Create a savings category within your 
budget and try to make it at least 10-15% 
of your net income. If your expenses 
won’t let you save that much, it may be 
time to cut back. 

•  WATCH YOUR SAVINGS 
GROW
Check your progress every month. 
Not only will this help you stick to your 
personal savings plan, but it also helps 
you identify and fi x problems quickly.

Looking for a Way 
to Jump Start Your 
Savings?
Use Change Jar 
with your Premier 
America checking 
account! Change 
Jar rounds up the 
amount of your debit card purchases to the 
nearest dollar and deposits the rounded 
up amount into your savings. Sign up for 
Change Jar in Online Banking.

EMV Chip Cards are Coming
Premier America will begin transitioning to EMV Chip Credit Cards 
beginning January 2016. The EMV Chip Cards will o� er members a new 
layer of protection against fraud. 

Your EMV Chip Card will have a traditional magnetic strip on the back and an embedded microchip that stores 
information specifi c to your account. Each transaction generates a unique code, adding an extra safeguard 
against unauthorized use and counterfeiting.

When you receive your new EMV Chip Card, please activate your card by calling the telephone number on the sticker 
attached to your card. Activation will be easy and immediate.

1st Quarter 2016

Option No. 3: Rollover your IRA
When you do a direct IRA rollover, funds are sent 
directly from your 401(k) or other qualifi ed employer 
retirement plan into an IRA – you never have to 
touch the funds.

Retirement Savings Rollovers 
If you have left, or are considering leaving your 
current employer, you’ll have decisions to make 
about your 401(k). To better understand your options, 
consider the following:

Option No. 1: Cashing out
If you choose this option, taxes and penalties will 
apply, plus you also lose future potential earnings. 

Option No. 2: Leaving the funds behind
Note, you will not be able to contribute additional money 
to that account. Also, if you leave the funds in your 
401(k) plan, you may be less likely to stay focused on 
managing the money, since you’re no longer employed 
by the company.

Securities offered through LPL Financial, member FINRA/SIPC. Insurance products offered through LPL Financial or its licensed affi liates 
Representatives are employees of Premier America Credit Union and registered through LPL Financial. Premier America Credit Union is not 
a registered broker/dealer and is not affi liated with LPL Financial. 

Regardless of what you choose, don’t rush into a decision. 
And consider speaking with a qualifi ed Financial Consultant 
who can help you make a sound and prudent decision.
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Email notify@PremierAmerica.com
24-Hour Telephone Banking Service 
800-772-4000, option 1
Fax 818-772-4175  |  Loans Fax 818-772-4133

9050-1215

Account Questions? 
Call Member Services at 800-772-4000, option 0 
Monday - Thursday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Friday 8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. PT
Comments or Concerns? 
Please write to: Leslie MacAskill, Chair Supervisory Committee
Premier America Credit Union
P.O. Box 2178, Chatsworth, CA 91313-2178

The information in this newsletter is as current as possible; however, the 
Credit Union reserves the right to add, change or delete products, product 
features and/or services without notice. The articles and opinions in this 
publication are for general information only and not intended to provide 
specifi c advice or recommendations for any individual. We suggest you 
consult your attorney, accountant or fi nancial or tax advisor with regard to 
your individual situation. All rates, yields and terms are subject to change 
without notice. Federally insured by 
NCUA. Equal Housing Lender. Equal 
Opportunity Lender.

Member Notice of Director/
Committee Vacancies
This year’s annual meeting will be held on
March 31, 2016, at 5:45 p.m. at the Credit 
Union main offi ce located at 19867 Prairie 
Street, Chatsworth, CA. At the Annual Meeting, 
four (4) Director positions for three-year terms, 
and one (1) Supervisory Committee position 
for a three-year term will be up for election. 
The Nominating Committee has nominated 
the following four candidates for three-year 
term Director positions: Gary Holmen, John 
De Vere, Lawrence Hoke, and Larry Martin. 
The Nominating Committee has nominated 
the following candidate for a three-year term 
Supervisory Committee position: Tom Kelly. 
Additional nominations may be submitted by 
petition. A petition to add a member directly 
to the ballot must be signed by the greater 
of 100 members, or 1/20th of 1% of the 
members entitled to vote. Petitions must be 
fi led with the Secretary of the Credit Union 
no later than close of business February 5, 
2016. If the number of nominations for vacant 
positions does not exceed the number of vacant 
positions, the Credit Union will declare those 
nominated as elected at the annual meeting on 
March 31, 2016. 

For more information, please contact 
Toni Daniels at 818-772-4116.

Premier America Pay it Forward Award
We all know someone who pays it forward in the local community. Now’s the time to recognize them with the 
Premier America Pay it Forward award! Nominate someone for their charitable good works in the local 
community and Premier America Credit Union will donate $250 to support their efforts.
In September, Premier America acknowledged Special Equestrian Riding Therapy, Inc (SERT), a non-profi t 
charitable organization that provides physically, mentally, and emotionally challenged individuals an opportunity 
for growth through horsemanship. Visit SERT.org to learn more. Premier America donated $250 to SERT to 
help support their efforts in the local community. 
In October, Premier America member Lisa S. nominated April Belt and New Friends Homeless Center, a 
non-profi t organization whose mission is “to feed people both physically and spiritually while empowering them 
to be productive members in our community.” Visit NewFriendsHomelessCenter.org for more details. Premier 
America donated $250 to help April continue her mission. 
In November, Premier America member Christina C. nominated Melanie Lightbourn-Rowe and Cesar Chavez 
Learning Academies (CCLA Artes). Premier America donated $250 to CCLA Artes so Melanie can support her 
students and their learning. 
In December, Premier America member Tracy M. nominated Operation Gratitude. Operation Gratitude 
annually sends 150,000+ care packages to Active Duty and Veteran communities. For more information, visit 
OperationGratitude.com. Premier America donated $250 to support their assembly and shipping expenses.
Know someone in your community who “Pays it Forward”? Nominate them today! 
For offi cial rules and more information, visit PremierAmerica.com/PayitForward or Premier America’s Facebook 
page under the “Pay it Forward” tab.

Bank Where You Own the PlaceTM

Phone Number 
Correction
There was an incorrect phone number 
listed in the “5 Ways to Minimize Risk 
of Identity Theft” article in the 4th 
Quarter 2015 Update. The correct 
phone number to opt out from receiving 
prescreened offers of credit in the mail 
is 1-888-5-OPTOUT or 1-888-567-8688. 
We apologize for the confusion this may 
have caused.

Your FICO® Score For FREE
Premier America is excited to announce that members can now view their FICO® 
Score for free when logged into Online Banking. This score will be provided on 
a quarterly basis. 

Your FICO® Score is important because it can 
positively or negatively impact your ability to obtain 
a new loan. The higher the score, the better. 
Learning and understanding as much as you can 
about your FICO® Score is a win-win because it 
empowers you to take control of your fi nancial 
well-being.
Please note that your credit score is not impacted 
by the Credit Union providing your score. 

Signifi cant changes in your score should be 
closely reviewed by obtaining a copy of your credit 
report from the three reporting bureaus. It could 
be an indication of a problem, unless you recently 
made signifi cant changes to your loans, etc. You 
can obtain your free yearly credit report from 
AnnualCreditReport.com. 
For additional information, please visit 
PremierAmerica.com/CreditScore.

FICO is a registered trademark of Fair Isaac Corporation in the United States and other countries.
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